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& )VERNMENT OF THE VIRGtN ISLANDS OF THE UPII TED STATES

Department of Human Serv i eS
"Working Together to Make A Difference " _ . _ .

OFF I CE OF THE COMMISSIONER

August 18, 2008

Mr. William K 1uxe11
Regional Direr for
USDA-FNS
Mid-Atlantic kegion
300 Corporate Boulevard
Robbinsville , NJ 08691-1598

Dear Mr . Klu; en:

Please accept this letter as a request for a renewal of the Vi in Islands ' waiver number

2060070 , which exempts able-bodied adults without depend nts ( ABAWD ) throughout

the territory f;om the 36 -mouth time limit on benefit recelp . We have provided your

office with as t Excel spreadsheet calculating the uneznployn Lent rate for 36 months to
support a waiver or 2 years in duration . The data clearly iemonstratc that the entire

territory cxce^ i ds the national rate by the required 20 percent reshold.

We have sent via electronic copy the spreadsheet showing thf: unemployment data noted

above . The source of our data is the U . S. Department of Labor , Bureau of Labor

Statistics and the Virgin Islands Bureau of Labor Statistics.

if you have any questions , please do not hesitate tccontact Lennox Zamore,

Adaninistrato: Financial Programs Division, at (340) 774• i 125. Thank you for your

consideration of this waiver request.

Christopher 1C. Finch
Commissions r

CEF/lz
Attachment
ca Mrs. Mic hat Rhymer-Charles

Mr. Lcri iox Zamore
Ms. Cohen A. Evans

3011 Golden R Eck Christian sted St. Croix , Virgin Islands 00820 (340) 773-2980 ph • (340 ) 773-6121 fax

• 1303 Hospital Ground • St. Thomas , Virgin Islands )t 802 (340) 774- 11 66 p h (340 ) 774-3466 fax
^Knurl Hansen Complex Bltl . A ^
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WAIVER REQUEST

1, Waiver serial number : 2060070

2, Type of request: Extension

3. Primar Y regulation citation : 7 CFR 273.24(f)(3)(iii)

4. Secondary regulation citation , if any: None

5. State : Virgin islands

6, Region : Mid-Atlantic

7, Reulatciry requirements: Section 6(0) of the Food tamp Act, as amended by

Section 824 o E the Personal Responsibility and Work Opp D -tunity Reconciliation Act

(PROWORA): P .L rovides that no individual shall be eligible to participate in
.L . ^ P

the Food Sta1 yip Prg
v

ogram as a member of any household i, during the preceding 36

rriontll period, the in dividual received Food Stamp benefits for not less than 3 months

(consecutive c r otherwise), during which the individual did no L participate in and compl

y with the requxcrnent of a work program for 20 hours or more per week, or did no
t

participate in and comply with requirements of a progr in under section 20 or a

comparable piograi>> under established by the State.

Section 6(0) )f the Food Stamp Act, as amended by y Sech ►n 824 of PRWORA, also
^

provides that upon the request of a State agency, the Secretary may waive the

applicability i)f the above pro vision Cor any group of inc,i iiduals in the State if the

Secretary males a determination that the area in which the individuals resides has an

uncmploynnei ,t rate of over 10 percent, or does not have a sufficient number of jobs to

provide emplyment for the individuals.

In addition , 7 CFR 273.240 (3) (111) permits states to use "da Ga from the BLS or the BLS

cooperating a gency that an area has an 36-month average un np loynient rate greater than

20 percent above the nationa1 average for a 36 -month period, ending no earlier than three.

months prior to the request,

8 Descril tion of proposed alternative procedure s: Tll: Virgin Islands is seeking a
, ►

state agency-wide waiver of the ABAWD time-limited parti cipatlon provision based on.

an aggregate average unemployment rate of at least 20 percF^r t above the national average

for the 36-mntb period of June 2005 through May 2008.

Duiing this period, the nationa) average unenlP loymcnt rate was 4.7% and the 120

percent thre:^liold was 5.7/o. For the same period the Vir7.n Islands state agency-wide

unempOloyrm ent rate was 6.2%.

9, The pE rood for which waiver is needed : October l , 2 J08 to September 30, 2010.
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